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A Duel Pandemic
• EPIDEMIC: A disease that affects a large number of people within a 

community, population or region. 
• PANDEMIC: An epidemic that’s spread over multiple countries or 

continents.
• COVID-19: The viral respiratory infection caused by the coronavirus 

SARS-CoV-2.
• RACISM: Systemic racism is as real as any disease, and our industries 

are not immune.
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Guiding Strategic Principles

• Apply Empathy
• Embrace Nuance
• Be Flexible
• Amplify New Voices
• Keep Going!
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Capital “B” for Black
Black (adj.) Use the capitalized term as an adjective in a racial, ethnic 
or cultural sense: Black people, Black culture, Black literature, Black 
studies, Black colleges.
Use of the capitalized Black recognizes that language has evolved, 
along with the common understanding that, especially in the United 
States, the term reflects a shared identity and culture rather than a skin 
color alone.

• Associated Press Style Book, updated July 2020
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Who Capitalizes White?
Capitalizes:
• The Washington Post
• The Conscious Style Guide
• National Association of Black Journalists
• FOX News

Does not capitalize:
• Associated Press
• The New York Times
• The Los Angeles Times
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Deciding Whether to Capitalize White:
Pro:
• Consistency of style — if you are capitalizing Black.

• Consistency of treatment (Asian, African American, Latino, Hispanic, Native American).

• Lowercasing allows white people to sit out of conversations about race and removes 
accountability (Source: The Diversity Style Guide).

• White should be seen as a race.

• Lowercasing white makes it the default. It calls attention to Black and Brown as the “other.” 

Con:
• Continue to follow AP or Chicago style rule (both lowercase white).
• White Supremacists embrace white as a race and capitalize white. 
• White is not a race.

#AMPAnnual2020



Don’t wait for your style guide to catch 
up, because it’s waiting for you to 

demonstrate sufficient usage. 
Karen Yin, creator of The Conscious Style Guide



What about Latinx? 
• Created as an inclusive word to combat the “sexism” of “Latino.” 
• Spanish has masculine and feminine words.
• “Latinx” is about 5 years old.
• Created by English-speaking Americans.
• Not used in Spanish-speaking countries. 
• The use of “Latinx” is imposing social norms on another culture.
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What about BIPOC? 
• Usage increased this summer during the protests against police 

violence. 
• Stands for Black, Indigenous and People of Color.
• Confusing (bisexual people of color?).
• Say what you mean.
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It is lazy to lump us all together as if 
we all face the same problems. 

When you blend us all together like 
this, it’s erasure.

Sylvia Obell, reporter & podcast host of “Okay, Now Listen,”
as quoted by The New York Times



Keeping Track of Who You Highlight
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Increasing Diversity of Freelance Writers

• Do the work.
• Go outside your network.
• Ask on Twitter — be specific: “We’re looking to expand our pool of 

freelance science writers and are looking for Black, Hispanic and 
LGBTQ writers and others from marginalized groups.”
• Ask other writers.
• Facebook groups. 
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How to Be a Good Person:
• Look for diversity when hiring employees and freelancers/vendors.
• Refer and recommend freelancers and vendors. 
• Widen your network and LISTEN and LEARN.
• Don’t ask people from marginalized groups to explain issues to you. 
• Amplify diverse voices.
• Ask members to contribute, BUT recognize this is free work.
• Pay your conference speakers. 
• Educate your members and staff. 
• Give up your seat. 
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COVID-19 and Coronavirus Style

The AP Stylebook has a special topical guide on the coronavirus:
www.apstylebook.com/topicals/topicals-coronavirus-topical-guide-
coronavirus-topical-guide
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COVID-19 AP Style Highlights
• COVID-19
• The virus is coronavirus. The disease is COVID-19. 

Incorrect: 
1. He was infected with COVID-19 in May. (Correct: He was diagnosed 

with COVID-19.) 
2. Scientists are studying how the virus COVID-19 … 
3. He caught COVID-19. 
4. Scientists are studying how COVID-19 spreads through the air. 
5. COVID-19 remains on surfaces for … 
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COVID-19 AP Style Highlights

• “The coronavirus” is acceptable on first reference. 
• Need “the” — the coronavirus.
• “Global pandemic” is redundant. 
• No need to say “novel” coronavirus.
• No need to say “SARS-CoV-2” (unless science article).
• MERS and SARS are acceptable on first reference. 
• Avoid “asymptomatic” jargon — use “no symptoms” or “without 

symptoms.”
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Social distancing vs. physical distancing

• No AP style on this.
• “Physical distancing” is more accurate. 
• We want people to continue to socialize (safely). 
• Some public health and health care organizations and publications are 

trying to transition people to “physical distancing.”
• Uphill battle.
• Depends on your audience. 
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The Bottom Line
• Have Empathy
• Embrace Nuance
• Be Flexible and Resilient
• Amplify New Voices (sources, writers, thought leaders, members

and staff)
• Words Matter and Language Evolves
• Make a Difference Where You Can
• Keep Going!
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Resources
For these slides and resources, go to:
www.meledits.com/resources www.diversitystyleguide.com

• Where Did BIPOC Come From?
www.nytimes.com/article/what-is-bipoc.html www.consciousstyleguide.com

• Washington Post podcast Post Reports: Capital B for Black
www.washingtonpost.com/podcasts/post-reports/capital-b-for-black

• Why ‘White’ should be capitalized, too
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/07/22/why-white-should-be-capitalized

• Why we capitalize ‘Black’ (and not ‘white’)
www.cjr.org/analysis/capital-b-black-styleguide.php
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